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Renewable eneRgy Renewable eneRgy
Solar deals 
a shining 
success
By COLIN TAYLOR

ENERGY Terrain 
co-founder and chief 
executive Paul Gizinski

(pictured) believes his 
company’s model represents 
the fastest-growing way people 
can now access solar energy.

“This approach has already
found its feet in other 
countries, but its popularity is 
certainly growing in Australia,” 
he said. “The attractions of no 
upfront capital, access to clean 
energy, lower 
rates than the 
grid and 
security of some 
of your pricing 
can make for a 
convincing 
package.

“We’ve seen sales in 
Western Australia and 
throughout the eastern 
mainland states, with 
agricultural clients making up 
20-25 per cent of our business 
and dairy farming, in 
particular, a robust sector for 
us.”

Solar Power Purchase 
Agreements typically last 10 to 
20 years. After that, customers 
have the option to either 
extend the contract or take 
ownership of the system.

NO UPFRONT or
ongoing charges,
zero risk and pay
only for what you
use — those were

the incentives that attracted 
the Conheady dairy operation, 
in Victoria’s Western District, 
to a new-look approach in 
renewable energy use.

Bernie Conheady runs a 
700ha dairy farm in 
partnership with brothers 
Anthony and Stephen at 

Choosing ‘greener’ pastures 
Kolora, milking about 1100 
Friesians. The brothers 
recently entered an agreement 
with Melbourne-based Energy 
Terrain to install a 90-panel, 
30kW solar installation on 
their dairy roof under a Solar 
Power Purchase Agreement.

In a PPA, the developer 
owns, operates and maintains 
the photovoltaic system, while 
the host agrees to buy the 
electric output for a 
predetermined period. 

The Conheady brothers are
paying 32.6 per cent less for 

power after Energy Terrain 
analysed their bills and 
designed a system for them.

“We first met Paul 
(Gizinski, CEO of Energy 
Terrain) when he worked for 
Acciona Energy and was 
involved with the Mortlake 
South wind farm, which 
encompasses a bit of our land,” 
Mr Conheady said.

“When Paul branched off
from that and became involved 
with solar energy, he got in 
touch with us and explained 
this idea of buying the service 

rather than the panels 
themselves.

“In dairying, you’re limited
in how much of the energy you 
can use. As it stands, we only 
pay for the energy we use and 
the rest is exported to the grid.”

The new system was 
installed late last year with 
negligible fuss. “Our power bill 
has certainly reduced, we’re 
getting a good price from 
Energy Terrain and payment 
from what’s exported, plus it’s 
a help to the environment,” Mr 
Conheady said. “It was zero 

risk to us, they are essentially 
renting the roof and now the 
wind farm will be another way 
we can feel we’re contributing 
to a greener environment.”

The family will have four 
turbines on their land when 
the Mortlake South wind farm, 
now under construction by 
Acciona, begins operations.

Acciona says the completed
project, valued at $280 million, 
will create 80-100 construction 
jobs and produce energy to 
supply 117,000 households 
from its 35 turbines.
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Investment in future pays off

CHOOSING to “go big”
has paid off handsomely
for northern Victorian

business owners Jason and 
Meaghan Ritchie.

Both former students of 
Dookie College, the couple 
established their enterprise, 
the Camia Stockfeed 
Company, at Grahamvale, on 
the eastern fringe of 
Shepparton, in 2013.

The company deals with
food-grade waste products, 
both dry and liquid, from 

large food manufacturers 
throughout Victoria and 
produces a mixed product for 
feedlots, dairy and pig 
farmers across the state and 
into NSW. 

“I’m a stockfeed 
consultant and former grain 
trader, so am often called to 
advise farmers on their 
stockfeed requirements,” Mr 
Ritchie said. “I also do a lot of 
business consulting on the 
best avenues for maximising 
waste streams in the food 
industry.” 

The couple opted for a 

20.16kW solar system three 
years ago as an investment in 
their financial future, 
engaging Melbourne-based 
retailer Solar Link Australia 
as their supplier.

The package consisted of
72 280W Bloomberg Tier-1 
listed panels and a Fronius 
Symo 20.0 inverter (20kW).

“We put the system in for
our home and office and 
haven’t had a bill since,” Mr 
Ritchie said. “We used to 
spend $5000-6000 a year on 
electricity and the system 
cost us about $18,000, but 

with 100 per cent tax-
deductibility offered in the 
first year we saved about a 
third of that cost.

“As far as the future goes,
we’ll always have it.”

To find out more, visit 
solarlinkaustralia.com.au
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Bright future: Solar panels installed at Camia Stockfeed Company 
at Grahamvale, near Shepparton, have been a solid investment. 

power up your waste
and turn it into profi t

Visit energy360.com.au or call +61 3 9770 8545

COST BENEFITS OF 
A BIOENERGY SYSTEM 

 › Food and agricultural waste a part of 
the circular economy

 › Organic (non-synthetic) fertiliser will 
enhance soil carbon capture

 › No phosphate run off from fertiliser which 
reduces blue-green algae

 › Renewable electricity or gas

 › Naturally derived carbon dioxide for industry use

 › Prevents carbon dioxide emissions

NEXT STEPS

If you have:

 › Dairy, piggery, feedlot or poultry manure
 › Horticultural waste
 › Food processing and source segregated food waste,

and would like to discuss how a bioenergy system can 
“power up your waste” we’d love to hear from you.

PRODUCE YOUR OWN POWER = ZERO WASTE + 
LOWER UTILITY COSTS + LOWER CO2 EMISSIONS.

Bioenergy systems offered by Energy360 collect and utilise local food and other organic 
waste streams to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and produce valuable renewable 
energy for natural gas replacement.

System dependent but typical energy savings of 20-40% along 
with carbon emission savings of 25% can be easily achieved.
Additional outputs include fertiliser and soil conditioner, which assists to improve local food 
security, carbon capture and reduce synthetic fertiliser run-off which can create blue-green 
algae. A system with additional capital investment can also capture carbon dioxide for 
horticulture use.
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